Classification Project 2010  

Objectives: To create a project illustrating the classification of an endangered species that demonstrates your understanding of the species and its interaction with and differentiation among other species.
Poster Front:

Your poster will illustrate the classification of your endangered species. You will include information and pictures on the defining characteristics of the various phylum, class, etc. to which your species belongs. You will also provide examples and pictures of other organisms found in your species’ classification levels.

EXAMPLE: Felis domesticus

	Kingdom

Animalia
	· Defining characteristics of organisms in this Kingdom

· Pictures of organisms in this kingdom

	Phylum

Chordata
	· Defining characteristics of organisms in this Phylum

· Pictures of organisms in this Phylum

	Class

Mammalia
	· Defining characteristics of organisms in this Class

· Pictures of organisms in this Class

	Order

Carnivora
	· Defining characteristics of organisms in this Order

· Pictures of organisms in this Order

	Family

Felidae
	· Defining characteristics of organisms in this Family

· Pictures of organisms in this Family

	Genus

Felis
	· Defining characteristics of organisms in this Genus

· Pictures of organisms in this Genus

	Species

Felis domesticus
	· Defining characteristics of organisms in this Species

· Pictures of organisms in this Species


Poster back:

This will be a Mixed-Review that will include various information on your endangered species. It will be up to you to choose how you will display the information. You can have colored maps, pictures, etc. 

Information you MUST include: 

1. A Map that shows where your species is found

2. A dichotomous key (using the other animals identified on the front of your poster) that would allow scientists to identify your species

3. A Food Web with four levels that includes your species somewhere in the web. 

4. Somehow tie your species to a topic we have studied this year and write a paragraph explaining this connection. For example: Did you find any interesting evolutionary history about your species? Do they have a unique digestive system? Did you stumble across information about their DNA? Does it share a curious interaction symbiotic relationship with another species? You need to be specific and clear!

**AC only**Include a section on how humans have had an impact on your endangered species—What have humans done to contribute to this species being listed as endangered? 
**Include additional information of your choice.  Acceptable “creative categories” would be diet, species statistics, conservation efforts, natural predators, etc.  

** A persuasive letter to a US politician in order to convince him/her to contribute to the conservation efforts for your species. 
