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animal life depends on the depth of the water, how fast the
e amount of nutrients, sunlight, and oxygen available



ore, the open water that gets enough sunllght for photosynthe5|s
""’- and animals known as phytoplankton and  zooplankton .
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1als drift down and are decomposed by __ bacteria .
"4 decaylng organisms reach thegeep water zone, the bottom of a

N IS |nhab|ted by decomposers, insect larvae, and clams.
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es of f_FEShW&fEFWe ands are marshes and swamps |,
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treeless wetlands and __Marshes contain woody plants or
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vitally important as habitats for wildlife.

r‘r'-l_ent and most states now prohibit destruction of certain




_land _and climate change through which it flows.







s, killing river organisms and making

- Doliuted rive “WI U
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1€ :_c‘jis-ons runoff into rivers and coat river beds with toxic sediments.
flow and may destroy fish habitats.
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cosystems contain dissolved  salt .
, lack of water is not a problem. Therefore, the types of organisms

‘e dependent upon ___ nutients — “synlight available, and
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>0 tain plenty of light and nutrients which support large populations of plants

g

animals that live in estuaries are able to tolerate variations in salinity
€ salt content of the water varies as the fresh and salt water mix.
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‘a result, many of the world’s largest cities are built on

-

,,J his, many estuaries have become polluted.




/ sometimes covered with water. This is based on the daily
- . N e &

st be able to live both underwater and out of water.
5: Worms, crabs, clams, and plankton.
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nong the most _ biodiverse ecosystems on Earth.
e in _warm salt water where there is enough _light _ for photosynthesis.
d w Ith water at all times.

tarflsh corals, fish, and dolphins.




ddy, too polluted, or too high in nutrients, algae that live within the

( <.- of control and smother the corals.
esticide, and silt runoff have all been linked to coral reef destruction.
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cers in the benthic zone?T
the ocean are perpetually dark, and most of the food consists o

ns that fall from the surface.
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The Oceanic Zone

The Oceanic Zone Many unusual =
animals are adapted for the deep
ocean. Whales and squids can be
found in this zone. Also, fishes that
T:\e 'l:leritic Zohne Although = A gloiv can be found in very deep,
plankton are the major pro- A ark water.
ducers in this zone, seaweeds Y
The Intertidal Zone Sea N are common, too. Sea turtles : X -
grasses, periwinkle snails, ¢ and dolphins live in the neritic : ' e G
and herons are common in ! : zone. Other animals, such as W, 79 y
an intertidal mudflat. Sea ; corals, sponges, and colorful . 78
stars and anemones often 3 fishes, contribute to this vivid s
live on rocky shores, while seascape.

clams, crabs, snails, and
conchs are common on

s ol bacteria, worms, and t .
sea urchins, thrive on RGP - The Benthic Zone

the deep-sea floor.

The Benthic Zone
Organisms, such as




